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A compressed rendition of a video program is provided in a format suitable for electronic 
searching and retrieval. An electronic pictorial transcript representation of the video program 
is initially received. The video program has a video component and a second information- 
bearing media component associated therewith. The pictorial transcript representation 
includes a representative frame from each segment of the video component of the video 
program and a portion of the second media component associated with the segment. The 
electronic pictorial transcript is transformed into a hypertext format to form a hypertext 
pictorial transcript. The hypertext pictorial transcript is subsequentiy recorded in an electronic 
medium. <IMAGE> 

OBJ - (EP-820025) 

This invention relates generally to a method for automatically providing a compressed 
rendition of a video program in a format suitable for electronic searching and retrieval, and 
more particularly to a method for providing a compressed rendition of a video program in a 
format suitable for electronic searching and retrieval on the World Wide Web. 
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(EP-820025) 

Graphical interfaces provide a number of important advantages, including the ability to 
rapidly scroll through a document to get to a particular point of interest. 
Moreover, the ability to interact with a medium other than text (i.e. images or audio) increases 
the rate at which information can be conveyed since an image often conveys an idea faster and 



http://qwebprd.questel,fr/servleVServletNI.SNI 



7/22/2008 



Questel Orbit QWEB 



Page 3 



more efficiently than text. 

Accordingly, it would be advantageous to provide a rendition of a video program which can 
be automatically generated and which allows easy interaction with graphical browsers with a 
minimum of information loss. 

The HTML pictorial transcript may be advantageously divided over two or more HTML 
pages, depending on the size of the document. 

While graphical browsers provide an adequate interface for text and images, they provide an . 
inadequate interface for video programs. 

However, the generation of this document is typically a tedious and time consuming task since 
it must be created by a manual process. ■ 

ICLM - (EP-820025) 

1 , A method for automatically providing a compressed rendition of a video program in a 
format suitable for electronic searching and retrieval, said method characterized by the steps 
of: 

receiving electronic data representing a condensed version of a video program, said video 
program having a video component and a second information-bearing media component 
associated therewith, said electronic data representation including a representative frame from 
each segment of the video component of the video program and a portion of said second 
media component associated with said segment; 

automatically transforming said electronic data representation into a hypertext format to form 
a hypertext pictorial transcript; 

recording said hypertext pictorial transcript in an electronic medium, 
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